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Weaponizing NY Elections

national, state, and local battlefield. Nationally, New

York cost Congress a pro-choice majority in 2022 when
we lost five Democratic seats, and in 2024 when we again
failed to flip two anti-abortion GOP-held seats, giving Donald
Trump control of the House. Now, to keep control, he's
interfering with NY's local and statewide elections. But we can
beat him!

Locally, there are 17 anti-choice candidates in 13 contested
races on the Westchester County 2025 ballot. Trump has
endorsed a uniquely unqualified, anti-reproductive rights
MAGA extremist for County Executive. If elected, she
would strip away all of Westchester County's reproductive
healthcare protections including our Safe Clinic Access Law
passed in 2022 following the violent clinic invasion in 2021,
and services provided by Westchester Medical Center to
high-risk patients and the incarcerated.

A win here will be a green light for anti-abortion zealots
across the state in 2026.

Not satisfied with commandeering redistricting in red
states, in New York, Trump has launched anti-abortion MAGA
Elise Stefanik to run against Governor Kathy Hochul, while
demanding Mike Lawler run again in Congressional District
17 (CD 17). Trump is also meddling in the New York City
mayoral race with the goal of forcing Democratics to endorse

N ew York is — without a doubt — the front line on the

Endorsements:

the Party nominee, Zohran Mamdani. Trump believes he can
weaponize those endorsements, sow greater discord, and
cost Democratic votes in 2026, helping MAGA candidates up
and down the ballot.

InCD 17, Trump's lackey Lawler appears to be employing the
same dirty tactics used in 2024 when an imposter candidate
magically appeared on the Working Families Party (WFP)
line. Simultaneously, hundreds enrolled as WFP voters to cast
their ballots for that imposter. They successfully sabotaged
the WFP Primary. It was a stealth move that worked, and
cost the Democratic candidate both the WFP line and the
General Election.

This go-round, it looks like another imposter has been
corralled into running - this time in the Democratic Primary.
He was a registered Republican until the third week of August
2025 - but now as a newly minted Democrat, he's running in
the CD 17 Democratic Primary. Mind you, the goal is not for
him to win the Primary. Instead, it seems they want to pilfer
enough votes from specific targeted candidates to push to
the front — to win the Primary — the Democrat who Lawler
believes he can most easily defeat in the General Election.

It's critical to understand that if Trump makes inroads in the
2025 Westchester election, his chosen candidates will be well
on their way to winning in New York in 2026!

Together we can stop him! VOTE ON NOVEMBER 4, 2025.

Countywide Government

Ken Jenkins is the Pro-Choice leadership Westchester
needs to keep our clinics safe. Before being elected County
Executive, Jenkins served as Deputy County Executive under
Latimer; and, prior to that, as a Westchester County legislator
and Board Chairperson. Jenkins knows the job. Jenkins
supports the Westchester County Health Care Facilities Act
and will enforce it — even if Trump succeeds in overturning
the federal FACE Act. His opponent is an unqualified Trump
supporter who is promoting an extreme anti-choice MAGA
agenda. WCLA PAC Endorses Ken Jenkins for Re-Election!

County Legislator Races

The County Board of Legislators consists of 17 seats, all of
which are up for election this year. 13 of the 17 are contested
races, two of which are open seats with no incumbent
running for re-election. Two pro-choice endorsed candidates
— White Plains Common Council member Jenn Puja (CLD 5)
and Mamaroneck Town Council member Anant Nambiar
(CLD 7) — are running against anti-choice opponents to fill
the two open seats.

Three Targeted Seats

Colin Smith (CLD 1) is an attorney and 100% pro-choice.
As County Legislation Committee Chair, Smith helped draft
and pass Westchester's clinic access law. In contrast, his
anti-reproductive rights opponent is aligned with extremists
promoting the Trump agenda. Vote for Colin Smith!

Erika Lang Pierce (CLD 2) is an outspoken advocate
for reproductive justice with a voting record to prove it.
Her opponent is anti-choice and does not understand the
complexity of issues facing Westchester's women and families.
Re-Elect Erika Lang Pierce!

Vedat Gashi (CLD 4), an attorney, is 100% in support of
comprehensive reproductive health care. Gashi knows how
important it is for women of all ages to have unfettered,
safe, and private access to health care. As Chair of the
Westchester Board of Legislators, Gashi oversaw the vote to
strengthen Westchester's clinic access law. In sharp contrast,
Gashi's opponent is definitively anti-choice, even financially
supporting an extremist group. VOTE for Vedat Gashi!
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Join the Fight!

By Catherine Lederer-Plaskett, CEO & President

Your support is our future.
Please help us continue to fight against daily threats to
women's reproductive health.

here is little talk of victory these days, but Choice Matters

is having big wins and fighting forward. Our strategy:
constantly reassess, refocus, and zero in — And therein lies our
strength, courage, and success.

The United States is reeling under Trump's reign of terror.
The shredding of the Constitution and the Supreme Court's
total dereliction of its duty have led to an extreme abuse of
power. The media is constantly pivoting from one horror to
another, forcing abortion and contraception into the shadows.
No one in mainstream media is reporting on what it means that
abortion is banned or restricted in 19 states, and not accessible
in most of the other 31.

Trump has blocked one million+ from using their Medicaid
insurance at Planned Parenthood health centers. Title X is
being obliterated while millions of dollars of birth control are
destroyed - all while this MAGA Administration pursues
a misogynistic pronatalism agenda pushing women out of
the workforce, away from the voting booths, and back into
the kitchen.

As our country struggles to survive, Choice Matters is laser
focused on what we can impact and change, as we apply all
that we have learned over the last 53 years. Clearly, Choice
Matters has excelled at playing the critical “long” game - and
we remain the front line as this war rages on.

Here are a few of Choice Matters' 2025 accomplishments:

* Police Training. Choice Matters created and implemented a
training program for law enforcement, with support from the
Westchester County Board of Legislators and Department
of Public Safety, to teach officers how to enforce our clinic
protection laws. As violence against abortion clinics skyrockets
in states where it is still legal, Westchester's Health Care
Facilities Act — the law Choice Matters was instrumental in
passing —appears to be providing a strong deterrent for these
violent aggressors. (As a matter of fact, we're witnessing its
success as | write this. A big shout out to White Plains PD
which is out in force handling a large anti-abortion protest
going on this very minute!)

¢ Voter Education and Deployment. Choice Matters has been
organizing voters to demand that NYS Governor Hochul sign
into law the Hospital Transparency Act, Health Information
Privacy Act, and Shield Law 2.0. All three have passed in the
Senate and Assembly and are closely intertwined with critical
protections for our residents, patients, and providers.

e Legislation Implementation. Choice Matters has evaluated
the implementation and effectiveness of NYS' reproductive
care-related laws, including the availability of medication
abortion on SUNY and CUNY campuses. Choice Matters
undertook this particular assessment because, as the Trump
Administration revs up its attacks, students need access more
than ever to medication abortion and telemedicine.

® Pro-Choice Governance. Choice Matters single-handedly
identifies the real pro-choice candidates, helps them run
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for office, and gets them elected -
AND we're determined to flip NYS
Congressional District 17 (CD 17)
back to the pro-choice column.
We're reaching out to female voters
of all parties daily — by mail, phone,
and one-on-one direct contact
— adding them to our unique
M database, to educate and mobilize,
-E positioning ourselves to win.

Choice Matters fights tirelessly to elect pro-choice
candidates at every level of government and we've made
tremendous progress here in NYS: our two US Senators,
Governor, Lt. Governor, Attorney General, Leader of the NYS
Senate, Speaker of the Assembly, 65% of NYS Congressional
Representatives, the vast majority of the Senate, Assembly,
and Westchester County Legislature, County Executive,
County Clerk, and District Attorney — ARE ALL PRO-CHOICE!
Compare that with just 13 years ago!

The rewards have been huge with budgets adopted,
appointments made, and bills passed and signed into law — all
key to protecting and advancing reproductive health care.

These successes are your successes — you, the pro-choice
voter. We have spent the last 53 years building a database like
none other — comprised of 70,000+ issue-based voters who
consider access to abortion and reproductive care to be the
litmus test when supporting a candidate. And they carry our
Yellow ProChoice Voting Guide into the polls.

We need your help now more than ever. Waging this endless
battle has depleted our financial reserves. Without your
financial support, we cannot accomplish what we must.

Your support enables Choice Matters to move mountains.
Please donate to support the ProChoice Voting Guide.
A gift envelope is enclosed, or you can donate online at
choicematters.org. Thank you for being part of our team!

Gov. Hochul: Sign these Bills

hoice Matters is asking individuals and organizations/

institutions to add your voice to a sign-on letter
imploring NYS Governor Hochul to sign into law the Hospital
Transparency Act (5.3486/A.3862), Health Information Privacy
Act (5.929/A.2141), and Shield Law 2.0 (5.4914-B/A.5480-C).
These crucial bills are closely intertwined with critical protections
for our residents, patients, friends, providers, and their staff.
(Go to: ChoiceMatters.org or https://tinyurl.com/53d9mfxr)

Women's health is being systematically obliterated as the
GOP ramrods their right-wing MAGA agenda through. These
bills seek to address just a few of the myriad of rights being
ripped away from over 65 million women of childbearing age
nationwide, not to mention Trump's big ugly bill that strips
Medicaid from millions of others leaving them further exposed
with no health insurance.

The passage of this legislation is clearly imperative, and we
call on the Governor to take the necessary legislative steps to
protect us. Please join us.

Autumn 2025



https://tinyurl.com/53d9mfxr
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2025/S3486
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2025/S929
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2025/S4914/amendment/B
https://tinyurl.com/53d9mfxr

Please copy and distribute this page
to other Pro-Choice Voters!

2025 P}@Ch@lce Voting Guide

WCLA-PAC

Our endorsed candidates are highlighted in

blue boxes. Help keep abortion legal and
accessible. Vote for endorsed candidates.

Remember: In an odd-year election cycle
like this, it all comes down to voter turn
out - and the ProChoice Voting Guide is
key to turning out our pro-choice voters!

WESTCHESTER COUNTY
EXECUTIVE

KEN JENKINS (D)*

Christine Sculti (R) SBA/RTL
WESTCHESTER COUNTY CLERK

THOMAS M. ROACH (D,W)

Sheila Marcotte (R) SBA/RTL

WESTCHESTER COUNTY
LEGISLATURE

® District 1
Peekskill and parts of Yorktown and Cortlandt

Kevin Byrnes, Jr ®)
e District 2

Mt. Kisco, Bedford, North Salem, Lewisboro,
Pound Ridge and part of Somers

Braille A. Diaz (r,c)

WCLA PAC Endorsement Policy, 2025

WCLA PAC makes its endorsements based on the candidate ratings made by
the Board of Directors of WCLA - Choice Matters. WCLA PAC's endorsements are
determined case by case. To be considered for endorsement, candidates must complete
and return the Organization's questionnaire and participate in an interview if requested.

Candidates who fail to return the questionnaire are rated anti-choice and have been fully
informed of that consequence before making their decision. All endorsements are made on a strictly
non-partisan basis. The questionnaires, incumbents' and opponents' records, leadership, and
helpfulness during the legislative session are all reviewed. Consistency between candidates’ actions,
interviews and questionnaire responses is important. Each race is voted separately. Incumbents
may be endorsed over pro-choice challengers if they have consistent voting records and have
established a reputation for strong leadership and extra effort in advancing access to abortion and
contraception. Non-incumbents may be endorsed if they have demonstrated leadership on the issue.

Endorsement is considered only for those who unequivocally support:

e Access to abortion and contraception for all women, unimpeded by laws, restrictions,
or regulations.

e Strict confidentiality for all reproductive health care;

® Coverage by public and private insurance of abortion and contraception.

Judicial candidates: To be eligible for endorsement, judicial candidates must participate in an
interview if requested. Candidates who do not participate in an interview if requested are rated anti-
choice and have been fully informed of that consequence before making their decision. Endorsements
are made but not necessarily accepted.Endorsements are made but not necessarily accepted.

WCLA - Choice Matters is non-partisan and is not allied with any political party. The
Organization’s sole mission is to fight for comprehensive reproductive healthcare for all women
and to eliminate all inequities in accessing that care. The Organization holds all candidates to the
same standards, and does not give any individual special treatment. Endorsements are made but
not necessarily accepted. WCLA — Choice Matters has never and will never let its judgement and
political opinions be compromised on any basis.

e District 8

Elmsford, Tarrytown and parts of the
unincorporated Town of Greenburgh
and White Plains

JEWEL WILLIAMS JOHNSON (D)*

Khristen M. Kerr (r.c) sBA/RTL
e District 9

Croton, Village of Ossining, and parts of
Briarcliff Manor, Cortlandt and the
Town of Ossining

COLIN D. SMITH (D,W)* EMIUANA ULAJ (D,W)*
Laurie Abbate-Ryan ®)

¢ District 10

Tuckahoe and parts of New Rochelle
and Eastchester

ERIKA LANG PIERCE (D,W)* JUDAH J. HOLSTEIN (D)*

e District 11

e District 17
Part of Yonkers

JOSE ALVARADO (D)*

SUPREME COURT JUSTICE

(You can vote for up to four)
e 9th Judical District

Westchester, Rockland, Putnam, Dutchess and
Orange Counties

VERIS SHAKO (D,C)
DIANE CLERKIN (D,C)

JOHN COLLINS (D,C)
DESMOND LYONS (D)
GEORGE SMITH (R)

Kiel Van Horn )
THOMAS HUMBACK )
RAYMOND RAICHE (.0

e District 3 /I?Ielham, .‘;ell/;am Manor and part of
gqrth/%ziﬂtle, Mt. Pleasant, and part of ew Rochelle SURROGATE COURT
Margaret A. Cunzio (R,0)* SBA/RTL Edwinna Herrera ® ERARIEOLY S (2
© Blstl'écttf- d parts of the T o e District 12 COUNTY COURT JUDGE
ew Castle and parts of the Town of Ossining, 3 3
Vorkionn and sémers P T A C AALC £RIN M. MCGOEY (D)
VEDAT GASHI (D)* Town of Greenburgh JOSEPH I. FARCA (R)
Kevin O'Keefe &0 EATID DAL (0T FAMILY COURT JUDGE

¢ District 5
Scarsdale, most of White Plains and part
of Harrison

JENN PUJA (D,W)

Frank Schanne )

* District 6
Rye Brook, Port Chester, and parts of Harrison
and Rye Town

NANCY E. BARR (D)*

® District 7
Rye City, Mamaroneck Town, Larchmont, and
parts of Harrison, the Village of Mamaroneck
and Rye Town

Kurt van Kuller ®)

e District 13
Part of Mt. Vernon

TYRAE WOODSON-SAMUELS (D)* Jeanmarie A. Marquardt ®)

¢ District 14
Parts of Yonkers and Mt.Vernon

David J. Tubiolo @w)*
Michael Pineda )
* District 15
Bronxville and parts of Yonkers and Eastchester
James M. Nolan r,c)* sBA/RTL

¢ District 16
Part of Yonkers

ANANT NAMBIAR (D) Shanae V. Williams )~

EMILY R. RUBIN (D)

Parties: D: Democrat R: Republican
C: Conservative W: Working Families

Key to ratings:

PRO-CHOICE ENDORSED

PRO-CHOICE, NOT ENDORSED

Anti-choice, not endorsed

* = Incumbent

SBA/RTL: anti-choice Susan B. Anthony/Right
to Life Endorsed/Preferred, Past/Present




The Voting Guide is inside this newsletter. Use your power to vote to protect Choice!

WCLA-Choice Matters
P.O. Box 1175

White Plains NY 10602
914/946-5363
www.ChoiceMatters.org
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Voting in 2025 is CRITICAL!

We are facing a critical election this year that directly
impacts abortion.

People put their noses up in disdain when discussing local
elections. They seem almost proud to know nothing about local
government — only caring when it's time to complain about
property taxes. SHAME ON THEM!

Your local elections determine the direction your town,
village, and county will take — and our state.

On Saturday, September 29, we witnessed firsthand the
power of voting, as the Greenburgh and White Plains Police
Departments stood ready to defend local abortion providers.
They were directly empowered to do so by their local town, city
and county governments — who you elect when you vote in local
elections.

A national anti-abortion activist group swarmed in front of the
same clinic that was invaded in 2021 — and the White Plains
Police, many of whom had attended the Choice Matters training
— were ready. They managed the extremists, respecting first
amendment rights while protecting patients and staff. A tribute
to the law, law enforcement and Choice Matters’ training
program!

What training? In 2021, you elected a Pro-Choice County
Executive, a Pro-Choice County Clerk and a Pro-Choice County
Board of Legislators majority.

On November 27, 2021, Westchester suffered the worst
clinic invasion in NYS history right here in White Plains.

The Pro-Choice County Board took action. Working together
with Choice Matters, they passed the Health Care Facilities
Act — a law designed specifically to protect Westchester.

After the Pro-Choice County Executive signed it into law,
the Pro-Choice County Board you elected went a huge step
further; they allocated funding for an educational program.

Choice Matters created and implemented a training program
for law enforcement, with support from the Westchester
County Board of Legislators and Department of Public Safety,
to teach officers how to enforce clinic protection laws.

NONE of this would have been possible without a Pro-
Choice Government! Violence against clinics is skyrocketing
where abortion is still legal — but in Westchester we have a law,
a County government, law enforcement and Choice Matters
working to keep providers, patients and escorts safe.

But it only works if you VOTE. YOU play an active role in
keeping Westchester safe.

ELECTION DAY: TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 4TH

EARLY VOTING: Sat. 10/25 - Sun. 11/2

For more information, go to the Westchester County Board
of Elections website for locations and times, or call 914-
995-5700 or visit the new office at: 445 Hamilton Avenue,
8th Floor, White Plains, NY 10601
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